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Two Weeks of the Biden Border Proclamation and
Asylum Shutdown

On June 4, 2024, the Biden administration issued a and immediately implemented an
asylum shutdown at the U.S.-Mexico border that the inflicted by the Biden
administration’s . As the United States and the world mark World Refugee Day, these policies

endanger refugees’ lives at our doorstep and strand them at risk of harm in Mexico, arbitrarily bar access to
lifesaving asylum protection, and return to persecution people seeking protection in violation of U.S. and
international law:

e People seeking asylum are being summarily deported to danger and denied statutorily required fear

screenings or asylum hearings by U.S. border officers. The recent asylum shutdown rule eliminates the
that border officers ask an individual, in their language, whether they have a fear

of return before being deported without a hearing. For example, Mexican asylum seekers have been
deported to their country of feared harm , and despite some
requesting asylum or expressing to U.S. border officers their fear of harm in Mexico, as recounted to Human
Rights First and Kino Border Initiative. A number of asylum seekers reported to Human Rights First that U.S.
officers said, “There is no asylum,” “The border is now closed,” or otherwise ignored their indications of
fear of return.

e Families, adults, and children are being denied access to legal advice or representation if they manage
to get referred for fear screenings. Meaningful access to legal counsel was under
, yet render it nearly impossible reducing legal access
to as little as four hours - down from an already deficient 24 hours - for interviews that are conducted seven
days a week. For example, an asylum seeker was or opportunity to
have a hearing with an immigration judge despite the attorney's request.

e Adults and children are stranded in Mexico at risk of torture, sexual assault, kidnappings, and other
while for a CBP One appointment. CBP One appointments
have stagnated at 1,450 daily since last June while demand for an appointment will now further increase
under these additional punitive restrictions on access to asylum.

° , b , and other people seeking asylum who cannot use the CBP One app due to
its are being denied equal access to asylum. The CBP One app continues to
only be available in English, Spanish, and Haitian Creole. Many others are now denied equal access to
refugee protection by the new rule's elimination of the requirement to ask critical questions in their
languages.


https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2024/06/04/a-proclamation-on-securing-the-border/
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-12435/securing-the-border
https://humanrightsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Joint-Analysis-of-Biden-Border-Announcement.pdf
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/trapped-preyed-upon-and-punished/
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/biden-administration-asylum-ban-widely-opposed-misstep-violates-law-and-fuels-wrongful-deportation-of-refugees/
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/elimination-of-fear-screening-referral-safeguards-in-expedited-removal/
https://tucson.com/news/local/border/us-mexico-border-arizona-biden-order-asylum-seekers/article_461bd3a4-29b1-11ef-b884-5f9fc26ba81b.html
https://immigrantjustice.org/staff/blog/obstructed-legal-access-june-2023-update
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/trapped-preyed-upon-and-punished/
https://time.com/6987846/biden-asylum-us-mexio-border-immigration-policy/
https://x.com/L_Toczylowski/status/1801414059696525388
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/asylum-ban-strands-asylum-seekers-and-migrants-in-mexico-and-returns-them-to-danger/
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/trapped-preyed-upon-and-punished/
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/u-s-border-and-asylum-policies-harm-black-asylum-seekers/
https://humanrightsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Refugee-Protection-Travesty_Asylum-Ban-Report_July-2023-1.pdf
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/u-s-asylum-ban-strands-lgbtqi-refugees-in-danger-and-risks-their-return-to-persecution/
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/trapped-preyed-upon-and-punished/
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e Families and adults suffering urgent safety and medical needs and those unable to use the CBP One
app face even more restrictions on access at ports of entry under the Presidential Proclamation. At-risk
asylum seekers who had been waiting on wait-lists at multiple ports of entry, including people who have
survived , women with high-risk pregnancies, and others with
urgent medical conditions have been denied access and left in danger in the immediate aftermath of the
new asylum ban.

e The new June ban sparked swift opposition and concern over its unlawfulness and impact on people
seeking refuge. Over 100 organizations, including Black-led, Indigenous, civil rights, LGBTQI+, and faith-

based organizations expressed their opposition to these measures. The expressed
profound concern that the new restrictions undermine the fundamental right to seek asylum and will deny
safety to people fleeing for their lives. The similarly expressed

that these actions restrict the right to seek asylum and stressed the United States’ obligation to adequately
identify migrants in need of protection, guarantee the right to seek and receive asylum, and respect the
principle of non-refoulement.

Policies that block, ban, punish and try to deter refugees seeking protection ,are and a
, and risk refugees'’ lives. Instead, the Biden administration and Congress should take
to provide prompt, equitable, and just access to asylum to all people seeking protection.
These include steps to increase the number of languages in which CBP One is offered and appointments, properly
fund asylum and immigration court adjudications, and continue to strengthen regional resettlement, parole, and
protection initiatives.


https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/trapped-preyed-upon-and-punished/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g931q0jQAi-DHLGBKS5zzsK26CbZA-YC_FPW1oJEWss/edit
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press-releases/news-comment-unhcr-expresses-concern-over-new-asylum-restrictions-united-states
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/jsForm/?File=/en/iachr/media_center/preleases/2024/137.asp
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/trapped-preyed-upon-and-punished/
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/inhumane-and-counterproductive-asylum-ban-inflicts-mounting-harm/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/05/01/we-couldnt-wait/digital-metering-us-mexico-border
https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/05/01/we-couldnt-wait/digital-metering-us-mexico-border
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/upholding-and-upgrading-asylum-summary/

