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Voices for Equality in  
the Former Soviet Union

The international lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) community has 
watched in horror as Russia’s brand of discriminatory propaganda legislation has 
taken root outside its borders. Yet throughout the region, brave leaders are standing 
up for the basic human rights of all people. We believe more such voices will 
emerge and that they will ultimately lead to lasting change.

“Estonia needs [the Civil 
Partnership Act] so that everyone 
living here could make sensible 
arrangements for cohabitation, 
instead of living with the 
knowledge that their minority 
status makes them marginalized 
or somewhat inferior to the 
others,” 
–Eiki Nestor, Social Democratic 
Party, ESTONIA

“I don’t see any reason to impede 
this [Pride] march because it’s a 
constitutional right of every citizen 
of Ukraine.” 
–Petro Poroshenko, President, 
UKRAINE

“It is important not to turn away 
from the realities of our time and 
lapse into the same old battle 
against homosexuals, but to try to 
find a legal way to ensure public 
balance between the conservative 
part of society and the rest.”
–Konstantin Dobrynin, Federation 
Council, RUSSIA

 Upon hearing that his Latvian 
counterpart publicly came out as 
gay, “Edgars, my friend, I admire 
your courage and sincerity.”
–Linas Linkevicius, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, LITHUANIA

“Hundreds and thousands of 
unmarried couples live together 
today – many of them cannot be 
defined in any other way than 
a family. Therefore, we have to 
respect their choice and ensure a 
fully-fledged life and fundamental 
rights that would be analogous 
to those enjoyed by married 
couples,” 
–Dalia Kuodyte, Member of 
Parliament, LITHUANIA

 “Our country has to create a 
legal framework for all types of 
partnerships, and I will fight for it.”

“I proudly announce I am gay... ” 
–Edgars Rinkevics, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, LATVIA

“We have given an opinion that 
[the draft law banning gay 
propaganda] violates the rights of 
certain groups.” 
–Jyldyz Mambetalieva, Minister of 
Justice, KYRGYZSTAN

 “I have said many times that 
sexual minorities are the same as 
we are… I know there are some 
who fail to accept it. ... We will do 
everything in order to protect the 
rights of any minority group.” 
–Bidzina Ivanishvili, Former Prime 
Minister, GEORGIA


